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The landslide problem 

Bulgaria is characterized with a high prevalence of landslides, which 
are the order of thousands. Every year, landslides cause serious 
problems in the country as damages and losses of properties in 
urban areas, interrupting major roads and railways, affecting 
agricultural areas. Damages are estimated at millions of euros. 
Although rare, they cause losses of lives. There is a clash between 
the high rate of urbanization and the severe consequences of the 
many active landslides.  

Landslides are one of the main elements forming the geological 
hazard in Bulgaria. They are widely but unevenly developed in the 
country territory. There are all known and described in the literature 
types of landslides: ancient and recent, active and potential, shallow 
and deep, etc. Almost all landslide types described in Varnesô 
classification are represented in Bulgaria. 



Distribution of Landslides in Bulgaria 
 



Number of landslides and their 
volume 
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Number of landslides and their volume (V) in the different region in 
Bulgaria:  1. Danube coast; 2. Black sea coast; 3. South-west Bulgaria;  
4. Maritsa-Iztok; 5. Rhodope region; 6. Balkan and Fore-Balkan  



Main destabilising factors   

Upon the occurrence and activation of landslides affect many 

factors - endogenous and exogenous.  

Neotectonic and contemporary movements 

Earthquakes 

Erosion and abrasion    

Surface and groundwater  

Precipitation   

Man-made impacts 

 


